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1 68 Journal of American Folk-Lore. 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

BOOKS. 

Essays of an Americanist. I. Ethnologic and Archseologic. II. My- 
thology and Folk-Lore. III. Graphic Systems and Literature. IV. Lin- 
guistic. By Daniel G. Brinton, A. M., M. D., Professor of Ameri- 
can Archteology and Linguistics in the University of Pennsylvania, etc., 
etc. Philadelphia : Porter & Coates. 1890. Pp. xii., 489. 

The contents of the present volume may best be characterized by the 
author's own words in his preface to the volume : " The articles have been 
collected from many scattered sources, to which I have from time to time 
contributed them, for the definite purpose of endeavoring to vindicate cer- 
tain opinions about debated subjects concerning the ancient population of 
the American continent. In a number of points, as for example in the an- 
tiquity of man upon this continent, in the specific distinction of an Ameri- 
can race, in the generic similarity of its languages, in recognizing its my- 
thology as often abstract and symbolic, in the phonetic character of some 
of its graphic methods, in believing that its tribes possessed considerable 
poetic feeling, in maintaining the absolute autochthony in their culture, — 
in these and many other points referred to in the following pages I am at 
variance with most modern anthropologists ; and these essays are to show, 
more fully and connectedly than could their separate publication, what are 
my grounds for such opinions. " The collection of essays is divided in four 
groups, — Ethnologic and Archasologic, Mythology and Folk-Lore, Graphic 
Systems and Literature, and Linguistic. The collection of so much valu- 
able, and above all suggestive, material in one volume, must be highly wel- 
comed, as many of the papers found in this volume were heretofore diffi- 
cult to obtain. The subjects which are discussed by the author are of so 
great a variety for the most part — and mostly on such hotly disputed 
ground — that some of them have been, and will be, sharply debated. 
The references to criticisms of these essays which Dr. Brinton gives will 
make the collection still more useful to students. In the chapter on My- 
thology and Folk-Lore, which most interests us, we find papers on "The 
Sacred Names in Quiche Mythology," in which Dr. Brinton treats the names 
of the deities from an etymological point of view, thus explaining their 
actual meaning, of which method he is a stanch advocate ; the essay on 
" The Hero-God of the Algonkins as a Cheat and Liar " is of similar pur- 
port. Besides these, we find a general discussion of beliefs referring to the 
" Journey of the Soul ; " a treatise on " The Sacred Symbols in America j " 
on " The Folk-Lore of Yucatan," and on that of the modern Lenape. 

The important questions treated in these papers will hereafter be the 
subject of extended discussion ; to examine any one in detail would require 
a space far exceeding that at our disposal ; we content ourselves, therefore, 
with thus briefly calling attention to this volume of the collected essays of 
the President of The American Folk-Lore Society. 

F. B. 



